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PREFACE 
 

Version: May 2026 
Publication: New Jersey Motor Vehicle & Traffic Law 
Prepared by: Dr. Jeff Bernstein & Associates, Inc. 
 

This guide is designed as a quick-reference resource for commonly 
used New Jersey Motor Vehicle and Traffic Laws. Its purpose is to 
provide law enforcement professionals with a practical and efficient way 
to locate and identify statutory provisions related to motor vehicle 
ownership, operation, and use. 

 

This guide is intended for training and professional reference use 
only. It is not a substitute for the full statutory text, current case law, 
Attorney General directives, agency policy, court rules, municipal or 
county procedures, or legal advice. 
 

This publication does not include every provision contained in Title 39. 
Instead, it presents statute numbers and abbreviated descriptions of 
commonly used traffic, motor vehicle, and related offenses, arranged for 
quick access and practical field reference, including use in connection 
with documents such as the Uniform Traffic Ticket. 
 

Where a statute includes multiple forms of violation, those variations 

may be separated by the symbol ❖. In addition, offenses carrying motor 

vehicle points are identified with the applicable point value shown to the 
right of the offense description. 
 

Because the descriptions in this guide are intentionally abbreviated for 
speed and convenience, users should always confirm: 

• the current statutory language  

• any recent amendments  

• related penalty provisions  

• applicable agency directives, orders, and policy requirements  
 

Statutes, penalties, procedures, and related legal requirements may 
change over time. Users should not rely exclusively on this guide when 
preparing charges, making enforcement decisions, or interpreting legal 
obligations. In the event of any conflict between this guide and the 
official statutory text, the official New Jersey statute controls. 
 

This publication may be revised periodically to reflect legislative, 

procedural, and legal updates. 
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

 
This guide is designed to help users quickly locate commonly used New 
Jersey motor vehicle and traffic statutes. 
 
(1.)  Start with Quick Find Statutes 
 
Use the Quick Find Statutes section at the front of the guide when you 
know the type of violation, but not necessarily the statute number. 
 
Examples: 

•   DWI    •   suspended license 

•   speeding  •   careless driving  

•   stop sign  •   leaving scene  

•   seat belt  •   tinted windows 

•   school bus  •   pedestrian / crosswalk  

 
(2.)  Use the Table of Contents by topic 
 
The Table of Contents groups statutes by practical subject area so 
users can move quickly to the correct section. 
 
(3.)  Use bookmarks and links in the electronic version 
 
Use bookmarks, internal links, and the search feature to jump directly to 
the needed section. 
 
(4.)  Search by statute number or keyword 
 
Users may search by: 
 

• statute number, such as 39:4-50 or 2C:29-2  

• offense name, such as reckless driving  

• practical term, such as suspended license, or crosswalk  
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(5.)  Read the short-hand description carefully 
 
The guide uses abbreviated descriptions for speed and convenience. 
Some statutes contain multiple forms of violations, exceptions, or cross-
references that may require review of the full statute. 
 
(6.)  Confirm the official law when needed 
 
This guide is a quick-reference aid. Before issuing charges, relying on 
penalty language, or making decisions involving unusual facts, users 
should confirm the official statutory text and current agency 
requirements. 
 
(7.)  Watch for cross-references 
 
Some entries direct users to related statutes or criminal provisions. 
Those cross-references should be reviewed when the circumstances of 
the incident may involve additional offenses or enhanced 
consequences. 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions  Points 

 

QUICK FIND STATUTES 
 
DWI / REFUSAL / UNDERAGE BAC 

  
39:4-50  DWI- Operating motor vehicle while under the  
 influence BAC of 0.08% or more  

39:4-50.4a  Refusal to submit to breath testing  

39:4-50.14  Operating motor vehicle with BAC of 0.01%  

 to 0.07% by person under legal age  

39:4-50.15  DWI by parent or guardian with minor child in  
 vehicle (disorderly persons offense)  

 (Complaint must be accompanied by a separate  
 charge of 39:4-50)  

39:4-50.19a  Failure to install ignition interlock device  

 ❖  Driving vehicle in violation of interlock device order 

39:4-50.19b  Starting vehicle for another in violation of  
 interlock device order   

 ❖  Tampering with ignition interlock device   

 ❖  Providing MV to person in violation of  
 interlock order  

39:4-51a  Consumption of alcoholic beverage, cannabis  
 Items in motor vehicle  

39:4-51b  Possession of open / unsealed container of  
alcoholic beverage or cannabis items in motor  
vehicle passenger compartment  

2C:40-26 Driving while suspended for DWI or refusal  
 (subsequent violations; 4° crime) 

 
 

SUSPENDED / REVOKED / NO LICENSE 

  
39:3-10  Unlicensed driver  

 ❖  Motorcycle endorsement required 

39:3-11  Conditional / Restrictive license violation  

39:3-34  Applying for registration / license during period  
 of suspension / revocation  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:3-37.1b  Allowing unlicensed driver to operate a motor  
 vehicle 

39:3-40  Driving while license is suspended or revoked  
 See 2C:40-26 for 4th degree crime 

39:3-40e  Causing accident resulting in bodily injury while  
 driving while suspended (Cross-Ref: 2C:40-22  
 when the accident results in death or serious  
 bodily injury.)  

39:3-40h Loaning MV to driver whose license is  
 suspended for DWI or refusal 

2C:40-22a  Causing death while driving with no license-  
 suspended or revoked (3° crime)  

2C:40-22b  Causing serious bodily injury while driving  
 with no license - suspended or revoked (4° crime)  
 
 

REGISTRATION / INSURANCE / CREDENTIALS 

  

39:3-4  Unregistered vehicle  

39:3-9a  Failure to endorse license   

 ❖  Failure to report name change  

39:3-17.1b  Failure to register vehicle w/in 60 days of  
 becoming NJ resident  

39:3-29  Failure to exhibit (a) driver's license, (b)  
 registration, or (c) insurance card  

 ❖  Each violation is a separate offense 

 ❖  For impound procedures for uninsured  
 MV’s follow 39:3-29.1a 

39:6B-2  Uninsured motor vehicle  
 (Cross ref.: 39:3-29.1, Impound procedures)  

39:8-1  Failure to inspect motor vehicle  

39:8-6  Failure to display inspection certificate  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

LICENSE PLATES / DISPLAY 

  
39:3-30  Failure to remove license plates upon sale  
 of motor vehicle  

39:3-32  Failure to replace lost, destroyed or defaced  
 license plate within 24 hours  

39:3-33  Improper / unclear display of license plates 

 ❖  Failure to display front plate 

 ❖  Fictitious license plates  

 ❖  Plate frame / holder obscures state, number, 
 expiration, or temporary registration information 

39:3-35  Lending/ using registration or plates of another  

39:3-38  Counterfeits/ uses other plates or markers 

 ❖  Attaches forged / counterfeited plate on MV  
 for offenses related to forged counterfeited, or  

false driver's license, insurance cards, or other 
government documents, use 2C:21-2.1 &  
2C:21-2.3 or 2C:21-4.8 

 For offenses related to loaning a driver's  
 license, exhibiting the driver's license of  
 another or exhibiting another's license for  
 identification, use 2C:21-2.1  
 
 

SPEEDING / CARELESS / RECKLESS / UNSAFE DRIVING 

  
39.4-96  Reckless driving              5  

39:4-97  Careless driving              2  

39:4-97a  Destruction of agricultural or recreational  
 property              2  

39:4-97.1  Driving slow as to impede the flow of traffic           2  

39:4-97.2  Driving in an unsafe manner.  
 After 3rd offense within 5-year period           4 
 NOT a recommended charge. Designed for  
 use by a municipal prosecutor in plea 
 negotiations 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:4-98  Speeding (up to 14mph over limit)            2  
 (15 to 29 mph over limit)             4   
 (30 mph or more over limit)             5  

 ❖  Court appearance is required for speeding  
 40 mph or more above the posted limit or 20  
 mph or more above the posted limit in a safe  
 corridor or construction zone 

39:4-100  Driving across sidewalk faster than four mph        2 
 
 

CELL PHONE / ELECTRONIC DEVICE 

  
39:4-97.3  Improper use of cell phone in motor vehicle /  
 electronic communication device in a moving  
 vehicle.3 points assessed for the 3rd violation      3 

39:3-13.8  Violation of condition(s) related to learner’s  
 permit or probationary driver’s license:  
 (a) supervision requirements (b) passenger  
 restrictions (c) hours of operation (d) seat-belts  
 (e) hand held or hands-free cell phone ban  
 (f) other violations (g) decal requirements  
 
 

STOP SIGN / RED LIGHT / TRAFFIC SIGNALS 

 
39:4-81  Failure to observe traffic control device            2  

39:4-115  Failure to use proper care while making a turn  
 at traffic signal      

 ❖  Failure to stop prior to making right on red   

 ❖  Failure to stop / remained stop for pedestrian  
 crossing the roadway            3 

39:4-119a  Failure to stop at flashing red signal            2  

39:4-119b  Failure to proceed with caution at flashing  
 amber signal  

39:4-122  Failure to stop at officer's raised hand  
 and whistle              2  

39:4-144a  Failure to observe stop or yield sign            2  

39:4-144b Failure to observe yield sign             2  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:4-144c Failure to stop and remained stop for  
 pedestrians when turning right at a marked  
 intersection             2 
 

LANE / PASSING / RIGHT OF WAY 

 
39:4-82  Failure to keep right             2  

39:4-85  Improper passing on right or off roadway            4  

39:4-86  Improper passing on a hill, grade or in a  
 “No Passing” Zone              4  

39:4-88a  Failure to stay in clearly marked right lane            2  

39:4-88b  Failure to maintain lane   

 ❖  Unsafe lane change             2  

39:4-89  Tailgating (Following vehicle too closely)            5  

39:4-90  Failure to yield at intersection             2  

39:4-91  Failure to yield to emergency vehicle            2  

39:4-92  Failure to move right and stop for emergency  
 vehicle   

 Following emergency vehicle too closely            2  

39:4-92.2b Improper passing of stationary authorized  
 emergency vehicle, tow truck or highway  
 maintenance / emergency service vehicle 
 
 

PEDESTRIAN / CROSSWALK 

 
39:4-32b Failure to stop and remain stopped for pedestrian  
 crossing roadway at crosswalk 

39:4-35  Failure to yield to pedestrian in crosswalk (when  
 signal changes)                 2  

39:4-36  Failure to yield to pedestrian in crosswalk  

 ❖  Passing vehicle yielding to pedestrian in  
 crosswalk              2 

39:3-37.1  Failure of driver to yield to blind person  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

SEAT BELT / CHILD RESTRAINT 

 
39:3-76.2a  Failure to properly use approved child restraint  
 system  

 ❖  Child under 8 yrs. old and a height of 57 inches  
 shall be secured in the rear seat of MV 

 ❖  Child under 2 yrs. of age and 30 lbs. shall be  
 secured in a rear-facing seat equipped with a  
 5-point harness 

 ❖  Child under 4 yrs. of age and 40 lbs. shall be  
 secured as described above until they reach  
 the upper limits of the rear-facing seat, then  
 a forward-facing child restraint equipped with  
 a 5-point harness 

 ❖  Child under 8 yrs. of age and a height of 57  
 inches shall be secured as described above  
 until they reach the upper limits of the rear-facing  
 or forward-facing seat, then in a belt positioning  
 by a booster seat 

 ❖  Child over 8 yrs. of age or 57 inches in height  
 must be properly secured by a seat belt 

 ❖  If no rear seats the child shall be secured  
 as described above in the front seat except that  
 no child shall be secured in a rear-facing seat  
 unless the airbag is de-activated 

39:3-76.2f  Failure to wear seatbelt  

39:3-76.2f(c) Failure of rear seat passenger to wear seatbelt 

 ❖  Enforceable only as a secondary violation 

39:3-76.2L Failure to properly secure passenger using a  
 wheelchair 
 
 

EQUIPMENT / LIGHTNING / TINT / TIRES 

 
39:3-44  Unsafe vehicle  

39:3-47a  Failure to use / equip vehicle with proper  
 headlights / lamps / illuminating devices  
 when required 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
 ❖  One half-hour after sunset; one half-hour  
 before sunrise; or when windshield wipers  
 are required 

39:3-61  Failure to equip vehicle with proper number of  
 headlights / taillights / stop lights / turn signals /  
 reflectors  

39:3-67  Failure to properly maintain/ equip brakes  

39:3-70  Failure to have or maintain muffler in good  
 working order to prevent excessive noise 

39:3-71  Failure to mount / improper mounting of mirrors  

39:3-72  Unsafe Tires  

39:3-74  Failure to have / maintain windshield wiper(s)  
 in good working order  

 ❖  Obstructed windshield  

39:3-75  Unsafe glazing material (tinting) / fractured,  
 discolored or deteriorated safety glazing material  

39:3-76  Harmful exhaust emissions  
 
 

ACCIDENTS / LEAVING SCENE / REPORTING 

 
39:4-129a  Leaving scene of accident (resulting in death  
 or injury) Cross ref.: 2C11-5.1; 2C:12-1.1           8  

39:4-129b  Leaving scene of accident (attended /  
 no injuries)              2  

39:4-129d  Leaving scene of accident (unattended /  
 no injuries)              2  

39:4-130  Failure to report accident (death / injury /  
 property damage in excess of $500 to any  
 one person)  

2C:11-5.1  Knowingly leaving the scene of a motor vehicle  
 accident resulting in death (2° crime)  

2C:12-1.1  Knowingly leaving the scene of a motor vehicle  
 accident resulting in serious bodily injury (3° crime)  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

PARKING / HANDICAP PARKING /  
ABANDONED VEHICLES 

 
39:4-135  Improper parking  

39:4-138a  Parked within intersection  

39:4-138b  Parked on crosswalk  

39:4-138d  Parked in front of driveway  

39:4-138g  Parked in any approved “No Parking" zone  

39:4-138i  Parked within 10 feet of a fire hydrant  

39:4-138m  Double parking  

39:4-138o  Unauthorized parking in handicapped parking  
 space  

39:4-205  Unauthorized use of handicapped ID card  

39:4-206  Improper display of handicap placard  

39:4-207.9  Failure to remove snow, ice or obstruction  
 blocking access to handicapped parking area  

39:4-56.6 Abandonment of vehicle on private property;  
 removal by owner of property 

 ❖  Except emergency or disablement - Owner /  
 operator shall arrange for the removal 
 
 

SCHOOL BUS 

 
39:4-128.1  Improper passing of school bus            5  

39:3B-1  Failure to equip school bus with electric  
 Identification / warning lights to signal stop  

39:3B-1.1  Failure to equip school bus with crossing arm  

39:3B-25  Use of cell phone by school bus driver  

2C: 40-26.1b Driving a school bus while suspended while  
 transporting a student (4th degree) 

2C:40-26.1c Driving a school bus while suspended and  
 involved in an accident with bodily injury to  
 anyone (3rd degree) 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

BICYCLES / E-BIKES / MOTORIZED BICYLCES 

 
39:4-14.3(a)  Operation of motorized bicycle (MB) on  
 restricted highway                  2  

39:4-14.3(d)  Unlicensed operator of a MB  

39:4-14.3(e)  Failure of MB operator to exhibit valid license,  
 insurance card or registration certificate  

39:4-14.3e  Uninsured MB  

39:4-14.3g  Operating a MB while under the influence (refer  
 to 39:4-50)  

39:4-14.3i  Unregistered MB  

39:4-14.3m  Failure to display license plate on MB  

39:4-14.3q  Failure of MB operator to wear helmet  

39:4-14.16 Operation of low-speed electric bicycle or  
 scooter  
 
 

CRIMINAL MOTOR VEHICLE STATUTES 

 
2C:11-5  Vehicular homicide (2° crime) (1° crime for  
 DWI on school property or school crossing)  

2C:12-1c  Assault by auto or vessel (4° crime / D.P.)  
 (3° / 4° crime when DWI related) (2° crime for  
 DWI on school property / school crossing)  

2C:15-2  Carjacking (1° crime)  

2C:18-2  Burglary of a motor vehicle (3° crime/2° if armed) 

2C:20-3a  (2C:20-2b. (2) (b)) Theft of motor vehicle or  
 vessel (3° crime / 2° crime if valued over $75,000)  

2C:20-10  Unlawful taking a means of conveyance (joyriding)  
 (4° crime if conveyance is a motor vehicle;  
 3° crime if operation creates risk of injury)  

2C:21-2.1c  Exhibits, displays or utters a document which  
 falsely purports to be a driver's license or other  
 identification document (3° crime)  

2C:21-2.1d  Possesses document which falsely purports  
 to be a driver's license or other identification  
 document (4° crime)  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
2C:21-2.3b  Exhibits / displays a fraudulent motor vehicle  
 insurance card to officer (4° crime)  

2C:21-2.3c  Possesses a fraudulent motor vehicle insurance  
 card (D.P. offense)  

2C:21-4.8  Motor vehicle title fraud (3° / 4° crime)  

2C:29-2  Eluding a law enforcement officer (2°/3° crime)  

2C:29-3b(4)  Giving false information to law enforcement  
 officer (D.P. / 3° / 4° crime)  
 
 

CORE ENFORCEMENT TOPICS 
 
REGISTRATION & LICENSING 

  
39:1-1  Words and phrases defined 

39:3-9b  Failure to list street address on license  

39:3-10.1  Unlicensed bus driver  

39:3-10.13  Operate CMV with BAC of 0.04% or more  

39:3-10.18  Operate CMV without CDL without CDL in  
 possession / Operate CMV without proper  
 license or endorsement  

39:3-10.18a  Allowing unlicensed operation of autobus 

39:3-10.24  CMV operator refusal to submit to breath testing  

39:3-10.24a  Blood Sample from operator under certain  
 circumstances (Death /SBI)  

39:3-10.26  CMV operator having more than one license  

39:3-12  Obtaining driver's license illegally  

39:3-13  Misuse of examination permit  

39:3-13.2a  Unauthorized use of special learner's permit  

39:3-13.4  Unauthorized use of probationary license 

39:3-15  Improper use of out-of-state registration /  
 Operation of motor vehicle by non-resident  

39:3-17  Nonresident’s failure to possess DL or  
 Registration / Touring privileges of nonresidents  

39:3-18  Wrongful use of manufacturer / dealer plates  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:3-19.1 Transporting passengers for hire w/out omnibus  
 reg. or certificate of public convenience and  
 necessity 

39:3-20  CMV registration, speed and weight regulations 

39:3-20b Operating construction vehicle over 45 mph           3  

39:3-27.2  (to 39:3-27.99) Misuse of special license plates  

39:3-29.8  Misuse of non-driver identification card  

39:3-36a Failure to report change of address (within 1 week)  

39:3-37  Falsifies application for registration, license or  
 motor vehicle examination  

39:3-37.1a  Lending driver's license to another  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
RELATED PROVISIONS 

 
39:4-48  Operating motor vehicle without owner's  
 permission  

39:4-49.1  Operating motor vehicle in possession of  
 C.D.S. (controlled dangerous substance)  

39:4-52  Racing on highway              5  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:4-53  Leaving motor vehicle with engine running  

39:4-54  Improper drawing or hitching of motor vehicle  

39:4-55  Improper approach to curve             2 

  ❖  Improper traversing of steep grade            2  

39:4-56  Delaying traffic    

39:4-56.1a  Disabling vehicle to obstruct traffic  

39:4-56.1b  Abandoning vehicle to obstruct traffic  

39:4-56.5a  Abandonment of motor vehicle on highway  

39:4-56.5b  Abandonment of motor vehicle on limited  
 access highway  

39:4-56.8  Failure of towing company to tow disabled  
 vehicle  

39:4-57  Failure to comply with directions of officer            2  

39:4-57.1  Failure to activate interior light upon officer's  
 request  

39:4-58  Driving without clear view to the rear and sides  
 of vehicle  

39:4-59  Soliciting ride (hitchhiking)  

39:4-60  Soliciting contributions or purchases  

39:4-60.1  Use of rotating / flashing light too near to road  

39:4-61  Improper riding on rear end of vehicle  

39:4-62  Failure to leave curb for another vehicle  

39:4-63  Throwing / placing injurious substance(s) on  
 highway  

39:4-64  Littering from motor vehicle  

39:4-65  Improper letting off or taking on a passenger  

39:4-66  Failure to stop vehicle before crossing  
 sidewalk              2  

39:4-66.1  Failure to yield to pedestrians or vehicles  
 when entering or leaving highway            2  

39:4-66.2  Cutting across public or private property to  
 avoid traffic control signal or sign           2  

39:4-67  Obstructing / interfering with passage of other  
 vehicles  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:4-69  Riding on portion of vehicle not intended for  
 passengers 

39:4-71  Driving on sidewalk              2  

39:4-72  Failure to yield to person riding / driving horse  
 
 

LAW OF ROAD AND RIGHT OF WAY 

 
39:4-80  Failure to obey orders of officer directing traffic     2  

39:4-80.1  Failure to comply with school crossing guard's  
 signal to stop 

39:4-82.1  Improper operation on divided highway  

 ❖  Improper crossing of highway divider            2  

39:4-83  Failure to keep right at intersection            2  

39:4-84  Failure to pass to right of vehicle proceeding  
 in opposite direction             5  

39:4-85.1  Wrong way on a one-way street            2  

39:4-87  Failure to yield to overtaking vehicle            2  

39:4-87.1  Failure to yield right of way to bus  

39:4-88c  Improper use of center lane on 3-lane highway     2  

39:4-88e  Improper use of left lane by truck (10,000 lbs.  
 or more)              2  

39:4-90.1  Improper entrance or exit of limited access  
 highway              2  

39:4-92a Improper passing of stationary authorized  
 emergency vehicle 

39:4-92.1  Following fire department vehicle too closely  
 back to fire station  

39:4-93  Failure of procession to yield to traffic after  
 five minutes  

39:4-94.2a  Unlawful removal of signs or barricades on  
 closed public roadway  

39:4-94.2b  Driving over closed section of roadway  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

TRAFFIC SIGNALS 

 
39:4-81  Failure to stop or follow traffic control device          2  

39:4-116  Improper turn at signal with green arrow  

39:4-117  Disregard of pedestrian interval  

39:4-120.9  Disregard of traffic control device at public /  
 private intersection  
 
 

TURNS, HAND SIGNALS, STARTING & STOPPING 

 
39:4-123  Improper (right / left) turn             3  

39:4-124  Improper turn from approved turning course          3  

39:4-125  Improper u-turn (view obstructed within 500 feet)  

 ❖  Disregard of "No U-Turn" sign            3  

39:4-126  Failure to give proper signal for turn or other  
 movement              2  

39:4-127  Improper backing or turning in street            2  

39:4-127.1  Disregard of railroad grade crossing signal           2  

39:4-127.2  Disregard of signal at movable span bridge           2  

39:4-128  Improper crossing of RR grade crossing by  
 bus, CMV or vehicle carrying explosives or  
 flammables              2  

39:4-128.4  Improper passing of frozen dessert truck            4  

39:4-128.6  Improper use of lights on frozen dessert truck  

39:4-128.8  Improper backing of frozen dessert truck  

39:4-128.11 Improper actions at RR crossing by CMV  
 NOT governed by 39:4-128 
 
 

PEDESTRIANS / STREET CARS 

 
39:4-32a  Pedestrian crossing roadway at intersection  
 against "stop" or red signal  

39:4-32c Failure to yield to pedestrian in crosswalk when  
 signal changes 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:4-32d Pedestrian walking / running into path of vehicle 

39:4-33  Improper crossing by pedestrian of highway  
 controlled by officer or traffic signal (jaywalking) 

39:4-34  Improper crossing by pedestrian or highway not  
 controlled by officer or traffic signal (jaywalking) 

39:4-36.1  Failure of pedestrians to yield to vehicles  
 where pedestrian tunnel or crossing is provided  

39:4-41  Driving through (street car) safety zone            2  
 
 

ACCIDENTS AND REPORTS 

 
39:4-132  Failure of person in charge of repair shop to  
 report vehicle damage  
 
 

PARKING 

 
39:4-136  Failure to park off roadway 

 ❖  Failure to notify police of disabled vehicle  

39:4-137  Unattended vehicle (motor running; brakes  
 not set on highway / roadway)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- 19 - 

 

 
Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:4-138c  Parked within safety zone and adjacent curb  

39:4-138e  Parked within 25 feet of crosswalk or  
 intersection of highway  

39:4-138f  Parked on sidewalk  

39:4-138h  Parked within 50 feet of a "stop" sign  

39:4-138j  Parked within 50 feet of railroad crossing  

39:4-138k  Parked within 20 feet of fire station's driveway  

39:4-138l  Parked alongside or opposite street excavation  
 or obstruction, and obstructing traffic  

39:4-138n  Parked on bridge or within tunnel or on  
 underpass  

39:4-139  Parking longer than necessary to load or  
 unload passengers or materials  

39:4-207  Overtime parking by handicapped permitted  
 up to 24 hours  

39:4-208  Improper traffic / parking on State property  
 
 

HIGHWAY AND TRAFFIC SIGNS 

 
39:4-183.3  Displaying unauthorized traffic signs  
 
 

EMERGENCY TRAFFIC CONTROL 

 
39:4-215  Failure to obey officer's directions or emergency  
 directional signals during emergency conditions.  

Towing, transportation of boats prohibited during 
emergency evacuations. 

  
 

INTERSTATE HIGHWAY REGULATION 

 
39:4-216  Selling goods or soliciting contributions on  
 State or Interstate highway  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

EQUIPMENT, CREDENTIALS, AND SAFETY 
 
EQUIPMENT 

 
39:3-47b Improper lamp / lighting / light source 

39:3-47c Alteration of equipment after inspection 

39:3-48  Improper visibility of lamps / reflectors  

39:3-49  Improper number / mounting of headlamps  

39:3-50c  Improper color of lamps / reflectors  

39:3-53  Improper mounting / use of spot lamps  

39:3-54  Lamp restrictions / flashing warning lights  

39:3-54.8  Misuse of emergency warning lights by member  
 of Vol. Fire Company / First Aid / Rescue Squad  

39:3-54.9  Improper attachment of emergency warning  
lights by member of Vol. Fire Company /  
First Aid / Rescue Squad  

39:3-54.10  Improper number of warning lights / use of more  
 than two emergency warning lights / improper  
 placement of lights by member of Vol. Fire  
 Company / First Aid / Rescue Squad  

39:3-54.11  Failure to carry identification card while displaying 
emergency warning lights.  

39:3-54.12  Failure to yield to Vol. Fire Co. / First Aid /  
 Rescue Squad member  

39:3-54.19  Failure to yield to Chief or Asst. Chief of Vol. Fire Co.  

39:3-54.26 Improper use of amber light / public utility logo 

39:3-56  Improper display / number of driving lamps  

39:3-57  Improper aim of single-beam headlights  

39:3-58  Improper distribution of light from multiple beam  
 headlights  

39:3-59  Absence of high-beam indicator light  

39:3-60  Improper use of high beam lamps: Failure to dim  
 high beams w/in 500 feet  

39:3-61.1  Failure to properly mount lights / reflectors 

39:3-61.2  Improper combination of lighting devices / reflectors  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:3-61.3  Failure / improper use of brake lights  

39:3-61.4  Failure to properly mark overhanging load (which 
extends 4 feet or more)  

39:3-62  Improper use of lights by parked vehicle  

39:3-64  Failure of hazard warning signals to flash  
 simultaneously  

39:3-65  Failure of vehicle (agricultural / farm / tractor /  
 roller) to display at least one lighted lamp  

39:3-66  Failure to maintain lamps / reflectors in clean  
 condition / good working order  

39:3-66.3 Failure to equip vehicle with proper number  
 of rear stoplights 

39:3-68  Deficient brake performance  

39:3-69  Failure to have or maintain horn in proper  
 working order  

 ❖  Improper use of horn  

39:3-70.2 Excessive idling / No more than 3 minutes if  
 vehicle is NOT in motion 

39:3-71.1  Failure to equip delivery truck with backup rear  
 monitoring device or cross-view mirror  

39:3-73  Improper use of tire chains  

39:3-75.2b  Failure to exhibit medical-purposes window  
 tinting authorization certificate  

39:3-76.3  Improper height of motorcycle handle bar grips  

39:3-76.4  Improper muffler on motorcycle  

39:3-76.5  Failure to ride motorcycle on seat / improper  
 carrying of passenger(s)  

39:3-76.7  Operating or riding on motorcycle without  
 properly wearing approved helmet  

39:3-76.8  Operating motorcycle without wearing proper  
 approved face shield or goggles  

39:3-76.11 Certain motorcycles prohibited on certain roads 

 ❖  Less than 50CC or a motor that is rated at  
 no more than 1.5 brake hp with a maximum  
 speed of no more than 35 mph 

39:3-77  Sale / use of improper motor vehicle equipment  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:3-79.1  Failure to equip truck (bus / trailer / semi, etc.)  
 with suitable metal protectors / mud flaps 

39:3A-1  Operating motor vehicle with television screen  
 visible to driver  
 
 

TIRES AND LOADS 

 
39:3-80  Improper tires  

39:3-81  Sale or use of improperly designed tires  
 (e.g., with studs, blocks or hobs)  

39:3-82  Improper tires on CMV (commercial motor vehicle)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT 

 
39:3-84a  Operating vehicle in excess of maximum limits  
 for width, height, length or weight  

39:3-84b  Operating vehicle in excess of maximum weight  
 limits  

39:3-84.1  Operating vehicle that exceeds maximum axle  
 weight limits  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:3-84.3  Enforcement of (truck / trailer) size and weight 

restrictions  

39:3-84.3g  False dispatch papers  

39:3-84.3h  Failure to stop or submit vehicle to weighing or 
measurement  

39:3-85.1  Failure to immediately notify police of stolen  
 vehicle / lost or stolen registration plates  
 
 

LOAD AND LOADING OF VEHICLE 

 
39:4-75  Driving overweight vehicle over posted bridge  

39:4-76  Driving overweight vehicle over posted  
 interstate bridge  

39:4-77 Vehicle loaded so as to spill 

 ❖  Uncovered load  

39:4-77.1a Failure to remove accumulated ice or snow  
 from vehicle prior to operation 

39:4-77.1b  Snow or ice dislodged from moving vehicle  
 causing injury or damage  

39:4-77.3 Unlawful dumping of snow by commercial  
 operator of snow removal equipment 

39:4-78  Improper carrying of metallic objects causing 
unnecessary noise  

39:4-79  Improper backing to curb when loading or unloading  
 
 

COMPULSORY AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 

 
39:6-55a Forged insurance certificate   

 ❖  Signing insurance certificate 
 without authorization (Cross ref.: 2C:21-2.3,  
 Crime of Producing, selling a simulated  
 insurance card; or displaying such card to  
 an officer) 

39:6A-15  Filing a false or fraudulent insurance claim  
 (Cross ref.: 2C:21-4.6, Crime of insurance fraud)  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

INSPECTION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
39:8-4  Failure to make repairs & have vehicle reinspected 

39:8-9b(1)  Failure / refusal to have motor vehicle inspected  

39:8-9b(2)  Failure / refusal to display inspection certificate  

39:8-9b(3)  Failure / refusal to place vehicle in proper  
 condition after inspection  

39:8-9c  Fraudulently obtains, displays or possesses an 
inspection certificate  

39:8-18  Affixes private inspection approval sticker  
 without having vehicle reinspected  
 
 

SPECIALTY VEHICLE AND OPERATOR TOPICS 
 
SCHOOL BUSES, EQUIPMENT & REGULATIONS 

 
39:3B-2  Failure to display on school bus a sign / legend  
 warning  against passing bus while loading or  
 unloading 

39:3B-2b  Failure to display a telephone number, website  
 address, or other identifying information which  
 shall allow the public to report a bus driver’s  
 misconduct 

39:3B-4  Failure to equip school bus with properly  
 positioned convex mirrors  

39:3B-10  Failure to equip school bus with proper seats /  
 seat belts  

39:3B-12  Failure of school bus passenger to wear seat belt  

39:4-128.1  Improper passing of school bus            5  

 ❖  2C:40-26.1 Operating a school bus while  
 license suspended or revoked with students  
 on board 

 ❖  4th degree, if involved in an accident with  
 no Injuries 

 ❖  3rd degree, if involved in an accident with  
 bodily injury 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

SNOWMOBILES & ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES (ATVs) 

 
39:3C-3  Unregistered snowmobile / ATV or dirt bike –  
 operated on public highway or lands 

39:3C-5  Failure to maintain registration certificate on  
 snowmobile or ATV during operation on public  
 property  

39:3C-8  Failure to display correct registration number on 
 snowmobile or ATV at all times  

39:3C-9a  Failure to produce snowmobile's or ATV's or  
 dirt bike registration certificate  

39:3C-9b  Failure to produce safety course certificate by  
 person under 18  

39:3C-10a  Failure to notify DMV of change of address for  
 registration certificate  

39:3C-11  Improper transfer of ownership of snowmobile,  
 ATV or dirt bike 

39:3C-12  Failure to notify DMV of destruction, theft or  
 permanent removal of snowmobile or dirt bike  
 from State  

39:3C-16a  Underage (under 14) operation of snowmobile,  
 ATV or dirt bike 

39:3C-17a  Operation of snowmobile, ATV or dirt bike on  
 limited access highways or within right of way  
 limits 

39:3C-17b  Improper / unsafe operation on public street  
 or highway.  

 ❖  Improper crossing of roadway by snowmobile,  
 ATV or dirt bike 

39:3C-18  Operation of snowmobile, ATV or dirt bike on  
 private property without proper consent  

39:3C-19a  Operation of / riding on / snowmobile, ATV or  
 dirt bike  without suitable helmet  

39:3C-19b  Operation of snowmobile, ATV or dirt bike without  
 working lights / brakes / muffler  

39:3C-19c  Operation of snowmobile, ATV or dirt bike in  
 manner to harass, drive or pursue wildlife  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:3C-19d  Operation of snowmobile or ATV without lighted  
 headlights or taillights  

39:3C-19e  Operation of snowmobile, ATV or dirt bike on land  
 of another without proper consent  

39:3C-19f  Operation of snowmobile, ATV or dirt bike on  
 railroad or right of way of an operating railroad  

39:3C-20a  Uninsured snowmobile, or ATV or dirt bike 

39:3C-20b  Failure to produce proof of insurance for ATV, 
snowmobile, or dirt bike upon demand of officer  

 or injured party 

39:3C-20a Uninsured snowmobile, ATV or dirt bike 

39:3C-21  Failure to report accident by any ATV, snowmobile  
 or dirt bike operator (use 39:4-129; -130)  
 (Also see: 2C:11-5.1; 2C:12-1.1) 

39:3C-24  Equipment requirements for snowmobile, ATV  
 or dirt bike 

39:3C-26  Failure to follow laws governing sale of ATV,  
 dirt bike  or snowmobile  

39:3C-33  Unlawful operation of any vehicle or off-road  
 vehicle on public lands 

39:3C-35 Impoundment of snowmobile, ATV, or dirt bike 
 operated on public street, highway, or right-of-way  
 
 

BICYCLES, ROLLER SKATES & SKATEBOARDS 

 
39:4-10  Failure to equip bicycle with proper lights /  

 reflectors  

39:4-10.1  Operating / riding upon bicycle by person  
 under age 17 without suitable protective helmet  

39:4-10.5b  Roller skating or skateboarding by person  
 under age 17 without suitable protective helmet  

39:4-10.10  Rights and duties of person roller skating or  
 skateboarding upon any roadway or highway  

39:4-10.11  Failure of roller skater or skateboarder to keep  
 to the right  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:4-11  Failure to equip bicycle with proper bell or other  
 signaling device  

39:4-11.1  Failure to equip bicycle with suitable brakes  

39:4-12  Improper riding of, or carrying person on bicycle  

39:4-14  Hitching / attaching to vehicle  

39:4-14.1  Rights / duties of persons while riding bicycles  

39:4-14.1b  Police exemption from bicycle laws  

39:4-14.2  Failure of bicyclist to ride to the right  
 
 

MOTORIZED BICYCLES (MB) 

 
39:4-14.3(c)  Underage (under 15) operation of MB  

39:4-14.3d  More than one person on a MB             2  
 
 

ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICE 

 
39:4-14.11  Failure of operator of an "electric personal  
 assistive mobility device" to comply with law  

 ❖  For additional safety or equipment violations,  
 use Title 39 bicycle provisions where applicable 

 ❖  Miniature motor vehicles, including pocket  
 bikes, super pocket bikes, scooters, mini  
 scooters, sports scooters, mini choppers, mini  
 motorcycles, motorized skateboards and other  
 vehicles with motors NOT in compliance with  
 Federal Safety Standards. Motorized scooters  
 that DO NOT meet this definition are deemed  
 to be motorcycles 

39:4-14.12a Operation of motorized scooter on public  
 street or sidewalk 

39:4-14.12b Operation of motorized scooter on public  
 property or lands 

39:4-14.12c Operation of motorized scooter on private  
 property without owner’s consent 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

MACHINERY / VEHICLES - UNUSUAL SIZE OR WEIGHT 

 
39:4-26  Moving heavy machinery / equipment w/o  
 permit  

39:4-28  Height of vehicle / machinery / equipment  
 exceeding 14 feet in area of overhead wires  

39:4-29  Moving building machinery at an improper hour  

39:4-30  Failure to obtain “In Transit" registration plates  

39:4-31 Violations of article; fine; up to $100 fine,  
 Default of fine could result in a jail sentence 
 Up to 90 days 

39:4-31.1 Operation of low-speed vehicle on public 
 roads; conditions 

39:4-31.2b Failure to display decal on low-speed vehicle 

39:4-31.3b  Failure to display license plate on low-speed  
 vehicle 

39:4-31.4 Certificate of origin of low-speed vehicle;  
 waiver of liability by purchaser  

39:4-31.5 Low-speed vehicle exempt from inspection  
 
 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 

 
39:4-46a  Failure to display name and/or municipality  

39:4-46b  Failure of CMV 26,001 pounds or more to  
 display gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) 
 
 

HOURS OF DUTY OF OPERATORS OF CERTAIN  
MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
39:9-2  Driving CMV, bus or tractor upon public  
 highways for more than 12 continuous hours  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

TITLE 56: TOW TRUCK DRIVERS 

 
56:13-2  Failure to comply with motorist's reasonable  
 repair or transportation request ($500 fine)  

56:13-4  Failure to accept valid credit card (in lieu of cash)  
 for payment of cost of tow or repair ($500 fine)  
 
 

TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES (TNC) 

 
39:5H-10 Shall maintain insurance that recognizes driver  
 is a TNC driver – Must carry / exhibit proof to LEO 

39:5H-22 Driver’s personal vehicle required to meet  
 inspection criteria pursuant to 39:8-1 prior to  
 accepting a ride 
 
 

ENFORCEMENT, PROCEDURE AND  
RELATED OFFENSES 

 
39:5-3 TIME LIMITATIONS 

 
30 DAYS  – (generally) after commission of the offense  

90 DAYS  – 39:3-10.13; 39.3-10.24; 39:3-40; 39:4-50;  
    39:4-50.2 (-50.4a); 39:4-81, 39:4-128.1 

6 MONTHS  – 39:68-2  

1 YEAR  – 39:3-12; 39:3-34; 39:3-37; 39:4-129; 39.10-24  

39:5-25  Authorization of arrest without warrant under  
 certain circumstances  

39:5-25.1 Officer shall note on face of summons or  
 complaint if motorist holds a C.D.L. (commercial  
 driver's license) 

39:5-35  Failure to return driver's license, registration  
 certificate or plates within 5 days of suspension  
 or revocation  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

MOTOR VEHICLE RACING ON HIGHWAYS 

 
39:5C-1  Racing or agreeing to race on public highway   
 Cross ref.: 39:4-52              5 
  
 

PURCHASE, SALE & TRANSFER OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
39:10-7  Failure of motor vehicle to have manufacturer's  
 VIN (Tampering with VIN)  

39:10-9.3  Failure to disclose vehicle's nonconformance  
 with manufacturer's warranty, during transfer  
 or sale  

39:10-10  Failure to deliver certificate of ownership when  
 the contract or terms of agreement have been  
 performed  

39:10-12  False statement on application for duplicate title  

39:10-24 Other misrepresentations: 2C:21-4.8 MV Title  
 Fraud 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

CRIMINAL STATUTES RELATED TO MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
2C:11-5.3 Strict liability vehicular homicide (3° degree) 

2C:12-1b  (5) (d). Assault on school bus driver (3° / 4° crime)  

2C:12-1b(6) Aggravated assault by causing injury while  
 eluding an officer or while joyriding (2° crime)  

2C:13-6  Attempting to lure or entice a child into a motor  
 vehicle, structure or isolated area or to meet at  
 any other place (2° crime)  

2C:13-7 Luring or enticing an adult (3° crime) 

2C:17-3.1  Defacing / removing an official traffic sign or  
 signal (D.P.)  

2C:17-6  Removing, destroying or otherwise altering any  
 motor vehicle VIN, or other serial number for an  
 unlawful purpose (3° crime)  

2C:18-5  Operating motor vehicle or riding horse upon  
 lands of another without permission (graded  
 according to damage done)  

2C:20-2.1;2.2  Additional suspensions and fines for auto theft 

2C:20-16  Dealing in stolen automobiles; maintaining  
 premises to facilitate (2° crime)  

2C:20-17  Using minor to commit auto theft (2° crime)  

2C:20-18  Leader of auto theft trafficking network (2° crime)  

2C:21-2.1a  Sells, transfers, possesses with intent to sell  
 or transfer a document which falsely purports  
 to be a driver's license or other identification  
 document (2° crime)  

2C:21-2.1b  Makes or possesses devices used to  
 manufacture a document which falsely purports  
 to be a driver's license or other identification  
 document (2° crime)  

2C:21-2.3a  Produces or sells fraudulent motor vehicle  
 insurance card (3° crime)  

2C:21-4.6  Crime of insurance fraud (2° / 3° crime)  

2C:21-8  Misrepresentation of mileage of motor vehicle (D.P.)  
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
2C:33-2.1  Wandering, remaining, prowling in public place  
 in MV to obtain / distribute CDS (DP) 

2C:33-7  Obstructing highways / public passages (P.D.P.)  

2C: 33-14  Interference with transportation (DP / 4th degree /  
 3rd degree / 2nd degree) 

2C:33-14a(6) Interference with transportation by use of traffic  
 control preemption device (D.P. / 4° / 3° / 2° crime)  

2C:33-14a(7) Interference with transportation by shining  
 a laser lighting device beam at a person  
 operating any vehicle (D.P.  / 4° / 3° / 2° crime) 

2C:33-14.1  Vandalizing railroad crossing devices  
 (4° / 3° / 2° crime)  

2C:33-15  Possession / consumption alcoholic beverage  
 in motor vehicle by person under age (D.P.)  

2C:33-26 Sale of MV on Sunday (DP) – Exemption for  
 motorcycles 

2C:34-1.1  Loitering in a public place in a motor vehicle  
 to engage in a prostitution offense (D.P.)  

2C:39-2a  Possession of firearms, weapons, destructive  
 devices in vehicles (presumption)  

2C:40-18 Violation of law intended to protect health or  
 public safety (4th degree / 3rd degree / 2nd degree) 

2C:40-24  Unlawful possession of a traffic control pre-  
 emption device (civil penalty)  
 
 

TITLE 4: ANIMAL CRUELTY 

 
4:22-17a  Leaving a living animal in a vehicle under  
 inhumane conditions (D.P.)  

4:22-18  Carrying a living animal in or upon a vehicle  
 in a cruel or inhumane manner (D.P.)  

4:22-25.1  Motorist's failure to stop after hitting domestic  
 animal: reporting requirement (P.D.P.) i.e.: dog,  
 cat, horse or cattle – ascertain extent of injury 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 

DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY 

 
39:5-54  Procedures for law enforcement officer's  
 stopping persons with diplomatic immunity 

 P/C to believe that a person committed a Moving 
 Violation (MV), the LEO shall: 

 ❖  As soon as possible contact the U.S. Dept 
 of State to verify driver’s status & immunity 

 ❖  Record all relevant information from the 

 person’s DL or ID card 

 ❖  Within 5 working days after the date of the 
 stop forward to MVC the following information: 

 (a) Vehicle accident report if the person was  
 involved in an MVA 

 (b) Copy of any citation or charging document 
 that was issued 

 (c) Written report describing the incident if no 
 citation or charging document was issued 
 
 

OTHER NOTABLE TITLE 39 LAWS 

 
39:3-4 Any PO is authorized to remove any unregistered  
 vehicle 

39:3-17.1 Reciprocal DL and Reg. of new residents’  
 vehicles required 

 ❖  Any person who fails to register any vehicle  
 operated on the public highways of this State  
 within 60 days of so becoming a resident, a third  
 or subsequent time shall have the vehicle  
 impounded by the law enforcing agency for  
 not less than 96 hours 

39:3C-34 Any vehicle or off-road vehicle operated on  
 public lands in violation of 39:3C-1 may be  
 impounded 

39:4-50.23 John’s Law and MV impound after DWI or  
 Refusal arrest 
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Statute  Offense (Short-hand) Descriptions         Points 

 
39:4-136 Disabled to the extent that the operator cannot  
 move and deemed a nuisance and a menace  
 to the safe and proper regulation of traffic 

39:4-139.13 Impoundment or immobilization of vehicle with 
outstanding warrants if authorized by municipal 
ordinance 

39:4-207.7 An eligible person with a disability may request  
 a LEO to arrange for the removal and storage  
 of a MV which is parked unlawfully in a parking  
 space or zone which is restricted for use by a  
 person with a disability 

39:5H-23 Maintenance of electronic information by driver 
accessible to LE – Must display identifying marker 

39:5H-24 Driver to not solicit non-prearranged rides that  
 is not prearranged through a transportation  
 network company’s digital network 
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MIRANDA RIGHTS 
 

 

You have the right to remain silent. 

 

Anything you say can and will be 

used against you in a court of law. 

 

You have the right to an attorney. 

 

If you cannot afford an attorney, 

one will be provided for you. 

 

Do you understand the rights I have just read 

to you? 

 

With these rights in 

mind, do you wish to speak to me? 
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